Funding Bulletin: February 2012
1. ACE Touring Programme Grants

The Arts Council has published the guidance for applicants to its new strategic touring programme, which is now open for applications.   The £45 million programme aims to encourage collaboration between cultural organisations so more people across England experience and are inspired by the arts, particularly in places which rely on touring for much of their arts provision.
 
Awards of £10,000 and above will support touring across all artforms including theatre, dance, music, literature and the visual arts. Museums and libraries are able to apply to the Strategic touring programme as long as the work proposed is primarily arts focused. Read more.
 

2. People's Postcode Trust (England Wales & Scotland)

The People's Postcode Trust, a trust set up by the “People’s Postcode Lottery” in April 2009, has announced that the next funding round will re-open for applications on the 9th January 2012.  The Trust operates two grant schemes: 

· Grants for £2,000 and under 

· Grants over £2,000. 

Through the Postcode Trust grants are available to small organisations and community groups operating in the areas of:

· Poverty Prevention 

· Advancement of Health 

· Community Development 

· Public Sports 

· Human Rights 

· Environmental Protection. 

Projects supported can last for up to 3 months. The closing date for applications is the 24th February 2012. For more information visit: http://www.postcodetrust.org.uk/


3. Beyond Borders (UK)

The Performing Rights Society (PRS) for Music Foundation, the UK's leading funder of new music across all genres, has announced that its Beyond Borders fund will open for applications in December 2011.  The Beyond Borders Fund provides funding to stimulate collaborations between organisations in England, Northern lreland, Scotland and Wales. The scheme enables music creators to produce exceptional new music to be performed in at least two UK countries. Launched in 2010, the scheme has supported 16 co-commissioning projects so far, bringing together organisations and music creators across the UK and abroad. Beyond Borders has been made possible by a pioneering UK wide partnership between PRS for Music Foundation, Arts Council of Wales, Arts Council of Northern Ireland and Creative Scotland who joined forces to support cross border collaboration. For more information visit: http://www.prsformusicfoundation.com/Partnerships/Flagship-Programmes/Beyond-Borders
 

4. Baily Thomas Charitable Fund (UK)

The Baily Thomas Charitable Fund is a registered charity which was established to support projects in the area of learning disability and to aid the care and relief of those affected by learning disability by making grants to voluntary organisations within the UK and the Republic of Ireland working in this field. The Trust consider under learning disability the conditions generally referred to as severe learning difficulties, together with autism. In this area, they consider projects concerning children or adults. Application for funding is normally considered for capital and revenue costs and for both specific projects and for general running/core costs.  They offer grants from £250 upwards. 
 
The next deadline for applications is the 1st March 2012 for research applications and the 1st May 2012 for general grant applications. For more information visit: http://www.bailythomas.org.uk/
 

5. The Jonathan Ruffer Curatorial Grants Programme (UK)

The Art Fund has announced they are now accepting applications through the Jonathan Ruffer Curatorial Grants Programme. The aim of the programme is to help curators working with fine and applied art collections maintain and develop their specialist knowledge and expertise. The programme is open to curators who work across the full range of fine and applied art collections in museums and galleries that hold at least provisional accreditation and are open to the public. Applications may include requests to support:

· travel and accommodation 

· training courses/programmes of study 

· books and subscriptions to add to a museum's research resources or library 

· translation, transcription and other similar services; etc. 

 
The Art Fund will consider funding requests for a minimum of £200. There are two categories of grant:

· One up to £2000 

· The other above £2000. 

 
Applications can be submitted at any time. For more information visit: http://www.artfund.org/grants/the-jonathan-ruffer-curatorial-grants-programme#
 

6. The Co-operative Group - Community Fund (UK)

The Community Fund is the Co-operative Group's main grant making programme. Charitable organisations and community groups can apply for grants of between £100 and £2,000 (£500 if the applicant is a newly formed group) to help them find co-operative solutions to community challenges. The Co-operative Group is particularly interested in supporting locally led and run groups that can demonstrate co-operative values and principles, such as self-help, equality, democracy and concern for the community. Last year the total funding available was over £3.2 million.
 
Applications to the scheme can be made at any time. For more information visit: http://tinyurl.com/6b2gq68
 

7. Archer Trust (UK)

The Archer Trust is a UK Christian charitable grant-making trust that aims to support small UK charities that help people with physical or mental disabilities or people facing disadvantage. Preference will be given t o those organisations working in areas of high unemployment and deprivation. The trust will fund projects in the UK and overseas (only via UK charities which can ensure that funds are being well used). The grants available range from £250 - £3,000.
 
Applications can be made at any time. Trustees meet twice a year, normally in March and September to consider applications. For more information visit: http://www.archertrust.org.uk/
 

8. Funding for Individual and Small Groups to Improve their Local Communities (UK)

Groups of individuals as well as small community and voluntary groups within the UK that want to improve their communities can apply for funding through the Wakeham Trust. The Trust are particularly interested in supporting neighbourhood projects, community arts projects, projects involving community service by young people, or projects set up by those who are socially excluded. The Trust also support innovative projects to promote excellence in teaching (at any level, from primary schools to universities), though we never support individuals. The Trust normally give grants to projects where an initial £75 to £750 can make a real difference to getting the project up and running. To be eligible, applicants need to be registered charities or have access to a registered charity that will be willing to accept funds on their behalf.
 
 The type of activities supported in the past include:

· A grant of £250 to three young people in Leamington Spa who were trying to set up a youth club. The Trust gave them £250 to help set up the club in an old Scout hut. 

· A grant of £50 to an unemployed ex-professional footballer in Yorkshire to buy footballs and equipment for a group of 100 or so tough kids to play football. 

 
Applications can be made at any time. For more information visit: http://www.wakehamtrust.org/
 

9. The David and Elaine Potter Foundation (UK & International)

The David and Elaine Potter Foundation is a charitable family foundation established in 1999 to encourage a stronger, fairer civil society. It has granted more than £10 million to registered charities in the UK and abroad. The Foundation's funding is divided into five categories:

· Education 

· Civil society 

· Research 

· Human rights 

· Arts. 

 
The trustees are interested in lasting social change, and in forming long-term partnerships with the organisations the Foundation supports. Grants in the past have ranged from several hundred pounds to grants of up to £2 million. The grant application process is divided into two stages. A letter of enquiry and an application. An applicant is invited to submit a full proposal only if their letter of enquiry has been accepted.  Applications can be submitted at any time. For more information visit: http://www.potterfoundation.com/
 

10. Equitable Charitable Trust (UK)

Charitable organisations working towards educating young people, especially young people with disabilities and/or from disadvantaged backgrounds can apply for funding of up to £30,000 through the Equitable Charitable Trust. The Trustees award approximately £1 million a year and seeks to identify and support good projects that address needs not adequately met at present, including those with potential to be introduced to large numbers of schools. Grants made by the Trust fall into three broad categories:

· Education projects or services that support the learning and development of disabled children and young people in the UK 

· Education projects for disadvantaged children and young people in the UK, particularly those that support delivery of the National Curriculum or vocational learning opportunities 

· Education projects that will help increase participation in, or improve the quality of, education for disadvantaged or disabled children and young people in developing countries. 

 
The length of funding can range from one to three years.
 
Previously supported projects include:

· Supplementary Maths, English and Science classes for disadvantaged 5-18 year olds. 

· Education projects to reduce teenage pregnancies. 

· Capital grants for the renovation and refurbishment of facilities for children with complex needs and disabilities. 

· Music education projects for children and young people with profound and multiple learning difficulties. 

 
Applications can be submitted at any time and are considered on a rolling basis by the Trustees. For more information visit: http://tinyurl.com/7je7x9
 

11. The Mark Leonard Trust (UK)

Not for profit organisations and organisation with a charitable purpose can apply for funding through the Mark Leonard Trust. The Mark Leonard Trust is one of the Sainsbury Family Charitable Trusts and focuses on environmental education in the UK. In particular the Trust seeks to support projects that focus on:

· Finding practical ways of involving children and young adults 

· Sustainable agriculture and bio-diversity 

· Sustainable transport, energy efficiency and renewable energy 

· Youth work that supports the rehabilitation of young people involved in anti-social or criminal activities. 

 
Projects supported in the past have included:

· A grant of £10,000 to the Federation of City Farms and Community gardens towards a pilot project in Coventry to develop food growing activities in schools. 

· A grant of £10,000 to Plumpton College to complete the construction of an environmentally friendly classroom. 

 
Applications to the Trust can be submitted at any time. For more information visit: http://www.sfct.org.uk/mark_leonard.html
 

12. Key Changes to the Big Lottery Fund’s Reaching Communities Buildings Fund

The Big Lottery has made several changes to the eligibility of its Reaching Communities buildings fund. The Reaching Communities scheme provides funding for projects that improve or replace existing buildings where a wide range of community activities take place and it funds those that are most in need. The scheme will only support buildings or sites based in the most deprived ‘Lower Super Output Areas’ (LSOAs) in England.
 
Following a review of the programme late last year, the following changes have been made:

· Eligible areas are now based on 2010 deprivation figures. 

· The percentage of eligible urban areas has been increased to 20% (an increase of 5%). 

· The scheme will run for an additional two years. It is now projected to end in March 2015 (two years beyond the original date). 

 
Although there are currently no application deadlines, this is subject to change and eligible groups are urged to get their applications in as soon as possible. Further information on the Reaching Communities scheme can be found on the Big Lottery Fund website (opens new window).
 
The Big Lottery will be completing a detailed review of how it can best support community buildings and capital projects in the future. To that end, it seeks the views of national, regional and community level stakeholders to help shape this future funding. The Big Lottery would like to know how its current funding offer could be improved to better meet the needs of people and communities with a limited amount of funding.
 


13. Enhancing Communities Programme (England, Scotland and Wales)

Under the Sita Trust’s Enhancing Communities Programme Core Fund, grants of up to £60,000 are available to not for profit organisations, community groups, parish councils, local authorities and charities for projects that make physical improvements to community facilities and historic buildings / structures. SITA will accept applications from projects which are within 3 miles of qualifying SITA UK waste processing sites. Grants of up to £20,000 are also available through their Fast Track Fund for projects with an overall cost of no more than £40,000. Projects on school or pre-school sites where the facilities will primarily benefit the school are not eligible. However, an application may be considered from a school if it can be clearly demonstrated that:

· The wider community has significant opportunities to use the facility. 

· The facility is run by an organisation that is separate from the school (although the school may be represented). 

 
Access to the facility for community use must be via an entrance that is separate from the school.
 
Previous projects supported through the programme include:

· A £10,000 grant to Ashtead Cricket Club to resurface and restore the playing field of the former Parsons Mead School to create a sports pitch that can be used for cricket and football, and 

· A £10,000 grant to enable the replacement of existing electric radiant heaters with a modern combination condensing boiler at All Saints Church Hall in Guildford.  

 
The next closing date for applications is 10 am on the 19th March 2012 for the Core Fund (formerly Large Grant Scheme). For more information visit: http://www.sitatrust.org.uk/community-funding
 


14. Dormant Bank Accounts Used to Fund Projects to Support Local Communities (England)

The Big Lottery Fund has announced that it has agreed in principle to invest £3.1 million in four projects through the Big Society Investment Fund.   The Big Society Investment Fund was set up to distribute £5 million raised from dormant bank accounts, to realise some early benefits and in the run up to the launch of the launch of the Big Society Capital (previously known as the Big Society Bank).  The projects supported include help for the long-term unemployed set up their own businesses; support for vulnerable young people to get into employment; a community energy project; and the creation of the first ever social stock exchange.  It’s anticipated that the Big Society Capital will be fully operational by the end of the first quarter of 2012. For more information visit: http://tinyurl.com/6qasm7y
 

15. The Peter De Haan Charitable Trust Grants Programme (UK)

The Peter De Haan Charitable Trust supports charitable organisations which aim to improve the quality of life for people and communities in the UK. This year the charity expects to make grants of between £2 million and £3 million. The funding available is delivered through three programme areas:

· Social welfare 

· The environment 

· The arts. 

 Grants can be for project-based applications or to subsidise core costs and can be available can be for up to three years. Applications are considered on a continuing basis throughout the year. However major grants are awarded at the trustee meeting held quarterly in March, June, September and December. For more information visit: www.pdhct.org.uk/home.html


16. Funding to Support Independent Media Production Companies (UK)

Independent European production companies that are seeking funding for the development of audiovisual projects are being invited to submit applications to the Media 2007 “I2I Audiovisual” programme. Under this programme assistance is available to independent European production companies to access finance from banks and other financial institutions by providing funding to:

· Cover part of the costs associated with the insurance for audiovisual productions 

· Completion guarantees for the production of an audiovisual work 

· Credit financing for the production of a work.  

 
The audiovisual work submitted must be a drama, animation, or creative documentary and the maximum duration of the projects is 30 months.  The total budget available under this call is €3 million and the financial contribution may not exceed 50 % of the eligible costs. The amount of the support available is between €5 000 and €50 000. 
 
The next deadline for applications is 6th June 2012. For more information visit: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2011:321:0008:0010:EN:PDF
 

17. The Steel Charitable Trust (UK)

The Steel Charitable Trust is a grant-making trust supporting general charitable purposes. Grants of between £1,000 and £25,000 are made to registered charities in the UK within the areas of:

· arts and culture 

· environment 

· health 

· education 

· disadvantaged. 

 
Grants are made at regular intervals during the year and the total level of grants is approximately £1,000,000, 30% of these grants will be made to organisations in the Luton and Bedfordshire area.
 
Applications can be made at any time as there are no application deadlines. For more information visit: http://www.steelcharitabletrust.org.uk/grant_policy.htm
 

18. The Jubilee People’s Millions (UK)

The Big Lottery Fund, with the agreement of Buckingham Palace, will be helping to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012 by offering grants of between £20,000 and £60,000 to support new projects that will improve local places and the lives of people in your community.  The Jubilee People’s Millions will be open to applications from voluntary or community organisations, schools, local authorities or health bodies.  To have a chance of winning applicants will need to inspire local people to get involved with their project. It’ll also need to capture the public’s imagination and persuade them to vote for the project. 
The deadline for applications is the 4th February 2011. Shortlisted projects will be the subject to a public vote within their ITV area. Within Northern Ireland, the programme will continue to be branded as the People's Millions. 
 
Previous projects supported through the People’s Million include, the redevelopment of an existing concrete playground into an adventure playground facility with a range of play equipment and the creation of an innovative and imaginative multi-sensory path within the playground of our younger children which is adjacent to the Strategic Facility for children with autism.
 
For more information visit: http://www.peoplesmillions.org.uk/apply
 

19. Crowdfunder

Crowdfunder is a new way for people to pool small amounts of money to back a good idea or project. Crowdfunder gives the UK's smartest characters a newfangled way to raise money by tapping into a 'crowd' of like minded trendsetters willing to invest small amounts of cash in exchange for unique rewards and being part of something unique. Crowdfunder enables creative fundraising, the social way. More info
 

20. Awards for All England

The Awards for All England programme aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need. If you are planning a project and you need between £300 and £10,000 then Awards for All may be able to help you. No deadline. More info
 

21. BBC Children in Need (UK)

BBC Children in Need provides grants for up to three years to properly constituted not for profit organisations working with disadvantaged young people aged 18 or under. Within the BBC Children in Need grants programme, organisations can apply for Small Grants of £10,000 or less per year for up to three years and for Main Grants of over £10,000 per year for up to three years.
 
Funding is available to organisations (including schools) that work with young people who are suffering from:

· Illness 

· Distress 

· Abuse or neglect 

· Are disabled 

· Have behavioural or psychological difficulties 

· Are living in poverty or situations of deprivation. 

 
Examples of projects that recently received funding include:

· Relate Northamptonshire which received a grant of £58, 589) to provide counselling for disadvantaged children and young people in six schools in Northamptonshire, who have experienced domestic abuse, drug and alcohol abuse and family break up. 

· Bushbury Nursery School in Wolverhampton which received a grant of £67,645 to develop and provide a series of Stay and Play sessions, a Toy library, and outreach work for children and their parents in the Bushbury area. 

 
The next closing date is the 15th April 2012. For more information visit: http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/grants/general_grants.shtml
 

23. Postcode Trust Opens for Funding (Scotland, England and Wales)

The Postcode Trust has announced that applications are now open for both under and over £2,000 in Scotland, England and Wales. Through the Postcode Trust grants are available to small organisations and community groups operating in the areas of:

· Poverty Prevention 

· Advancement of Health 

· Community Development 

· Public Sports 

· Human Rights 

· Environmental Protection. 

 
Projects supported can last for up to 3 months.
 
Please note that the Postcode Trust have changed the way they fund regions in England. From January 2012, they will be funding different regions at different times of year. The first two funding rounds (opening in January and April respectively) will only be open to English applications from the NORTH (that is, North East, North West and Yorkshire and Humber). The Midlands will be able to apply in the later funding rounds of 2012.
 
For further information on how to apply and applications deadlines please click: http://www.postcodetrust.org.uk/first-funding-round-of-2012-open/
 

23. Schools Encouraged to Make It Happy (UK)

Primary and junior schools are invited to enter the “Make it Happy” competition with this year's theme being ‘Make it Healthy'. The aim is to reward the innovative and creative use of IT to link schools with other members of their community. The projects could reflect an interest in physical health, or emotional and mental wellbeing. They could be confined to pupils and teachers, or they could involve parents and carers. They could even go out to the community – locally, nationally or internationally, perhaps via passing on information or by connecting with healthcare facilities.
 
There will be 9 regional winners across England and one winner from each of: Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales each receiving a prize of £1200. Each of these winners will be invited to a special day in London, including a trip on the London Eye, a tour of the Houses of Parliament and a special awards ceremony and tea with MPs and Peers in the Members’ Dining Room.
 
In addition there will be overall first, second and third prizes selected from the 12 winners who will receive the following cash prizes:

· 1st prize - £4000 

· 2nd prize - £2500 

· 3rd prize - £1500. 

 
The closing date for the competition is the 8th April 2012. For more information visit: http://makeithappy.cc4g.net/
 

24. Henry Smith's Charity - Holiday Grants for Children (UK)

The Henry Smith’s Charity is currently accepting applications through its Holiday Grant for Children Programme. Applications can be made by schools, youth groups, not for profit organisations and charities for grants towards holidays or outings within the UK for children aged 13 and under who are from areas of high deprivation, are experiencing disadvantage, or those who have a disability. Applications can be considered for holidays or outings that have the objective of providing children with a break they would not otherwise have the opportunity to experience. The maximum grant available is £3,000 for any one trip. Grants are normally limited to a maximum of two-thirds of the total cost of a trip as we would expect some local partnership funding to be in place.
 
There are no closing dates and applications can be submitted at any time. For more information visit: http://www.henrysmithcharity.org.uk/holiday-grants-for-children.html
 

25. Comenius In-Service Training Grants (UK)

Members of school education staff (teaching and non-teaching), including local authority education staff, who work in school education within the UK can apply for a grant to undertake in-service training within other European countries. The type of activities that can be funded include:

· Structured professional development courses for school education staff 

· Foreign language teaching methodology course for school education staff 

· Work placement / job-shadowing activity 

· Participation in a European conference or seminar 

· Foreign language training courses. 

 
Comenius In-Service Training grants can cover travel costs, course or seminar fees as well as living costs. The next closing date for applications is the 30th April 2012 for activity starting between 1st September 2012 and 30th April 2013. For more information visit: http://www.britishcouncil.org/comenius-in-service_training_funding.htm
 

26. Grants to Help New, Innovative Visual Arts Projects (UK)

The Elephant Trust offers grants of up to £2,000 to artists and institutions (priority is given to small organisations and galleries) for new, innovative visual arts projects based in the UK. The Trust was set up in 1975 to make it possible for artists and those presenting their work to undertake and complete projects when frustrated by lack of funds. It is committed to helping artists and institutions that depart from the routine and signal new, distinct and imaginative sets of possibilities. Priority is also given to artists and small organisations and galleries who should submit well argued, imaginative proposals for making or producing new work or exhibitions.
 
The next deadline for the submission of applications is the 2nd April 2012. For more information visit: http://www.elephanttrust.org.uk/docs/intro.html
 

27. WREN Heritage Fund (England, Scotland & Wales)

WREN, the Waste Recycling Group, has announced the launch of a new Heritage Fund to support the repair, maintenance or restoration of a building or structure of architectural or historic importance including places of worship. Under the new scheme, grants of between £15,001and £50,000 are available for Grade 1 (Grade A in Scotland) and Grade 2 *star listed buildings or structures including places of worship situated within 10 miles of an active and licensed Waste Recycling Group landfill site. This funding programme will be directly managed and administered by WREN. WREN is working in partnership with English Heritage, Historic Scotland, Cadw (Wales) and the National Churches Trust who have all helped in the development of this programme. Wren will not consider nor accept applications submitted directly by applicants. All Heritage Fund applications must be recommended and supported by one of the 4 key partner organisations above.For more information visit: http://www.wren.org.uk/schemes/heritage-fund
 
28. People's Health Trust: Healthy Communities Small Grants Programme

This small grants programme makes awards of between £5,000 and £10,000 to local projects which help people live longer, healthier lives and address health inequalities. The People's Health Trust are particularly keen to support grassroots activities through their small grants programme, which is currently open in nine local society lottery areas. Funding will be available from other local society lotteries in the coming weeks and months, and local charities and community groups are urged to check the People's Health Trust's website for details. For more information, please visit www.peopleshealthtrust.org.uk.
 

29. Free Training and Grants for New Breakfast Clubs (UK)

School staff' parents and group leaders that wish to set up a new breakfast club in a school or community facility can obtain free training to equip staff with the skills they need to start up and run a successful breakfast club. Following the training leaders will be able to apply for a Best Start Breakfast Club grant of £650 to get their new breakfast club up and running.  The funding is provided the education charity "ContinYou" in partnership with Kellogg's.  Kellogg's are also currently promoting their Give a Child a Breakfast campaign, which aims to raise £300,000 for new breakfast clubs by the end of 2012. For more information, please visit: http://www.continyou.org.uk/school/breakfast_club_plus/funding/
 


30. Funding To Support Poetry and Literature (UK)

The Clore Duffield Foundation has announced that the second funding round under its new £1 million programme to fund poetry and literature initiatives for children and young people across the UK is now open for applications. Through the programme, schools, FE colleges, community groups, libraries and other arts/cultural organisations can apply for grants of  between £1,000 and £10,000 to support participatory learning projects and programmes focused on literature, poetry and creative writing for under 19s. 
 
Projects that received funding under round 1 of the programme include: Wisbech and Fenland Museum which received a grant of £6,000 to work with local arts organisation, Atelier East, to run a Young Poet Laureate contest to enliven, empower and engage young writers in the Fenland area.
 
The programme is due to run until 2015 with two funding rounds a year. The next deadline for applications is the 17th April 2012. For more information, please visit: http://www.cloreduffield.org.uk/page_sub.php?id=331&parent=35
  

31. ACE Creative People & Places Fund

The Arts Council has launched a new £37 million fund to ensure more people living in places where levels of involvement are currently low, experience and are inspired by the arts. Over three years the Creative people and places fund will invest in around 15 programmes of activity that use radical new approaches to developing excellent, inspiring and sustainable arts experiences for communities not currently engaging with the arts.
 
The Arts Council has used the Active People survey to identify 71 areas of the country which fall into the lowest 20 per cent of arts engagement. Typically, grants of between £500,000 and £3 million will be invested in a number of these areas with the aim of increasing participation.
 
The Creative people and places programme is open to applications from any consortia that meet the eligibility criteria. All applications must be proposing work in one or more of the areas with the lowest 20 per cent of arts engagement as identified by the Arts Council.
There will be two funding rounds for applicants, with the first opening today. Interested consortia need to register their intention to apply with their regional office by 23 March 2012 with the closing date for the first round of applications 13 April 2012.
Download Creative people and places: guidance for applicants.
 
Excellence, both artistic and in engaging communities, will be at the heart of successful applications, with the Arts Council investing in programmes that encourage long term collaborations between local communities and arts organisations, museums, libraries and local authorities.
 
As well as increasing artistic participation in these areas, the Creative people and places investment will help the Arts Council learn about the impact of different approaches to increasing engagement. The knowledge gained from the programme will be made available to arts organisations, museums and libraries, local authorities and the wider cultural sector.
 
32. Funding for IT Projects Supporting Disadvantaged Groups (UK)

Funding is available to organisations with innovative IT related project ideas that can make a positive difference to disadvantaged and vulnerable groups - in the UK, developing countries and around the world.  The funding is available through the Nominet Trust.  The aim of the Trust is to fund innovative Internet projects that make a positive difference to the lives of disadvantaged and vulnerable people, primarily in terms of education, safety and inclusion. The Trust is particularly interested in funding projects that can be scaled up and replicated.  There is no minimum grant application and applications for over £100,000 require an interview.  Organisations wishing to apply need initially to complete and online eligibility questionnaire. Those organisations deemed successful will be provided with a link to a more detailed application form.
 
Previously projects supported through the Trust include:

· Dearham Primary School in Western Cumbria, to support their Internet Safety week for all pupils followed by pupil and parent workshops. 

· The Everybody Online project which uses local champions to mobilize all available resources in a location to support new users of the internet and ensure internet usage delivers positive outcomes for individuals and the community. 

 For information on other projects supported by the Trust please go to: http://www.nominettrust.org.uk/what-we-support/projects/current. The next closing date for applications is on the 1st May 2012.
 


33. Funding for Youth Music Making Activities (England)

Youth Music, the UK's largest children's music charity has announced its grant making programme is once again open for applications. Through its "Open Programme", grants of between £5,000 and £30,000 are available to support projects that provide music-making activities for children and young people in support of Youth Music's goals. Youth Music will fund any non profit-making organisation more than one year old that is committed to music-making activities for children and young people up to 18 (or up to 25 if they have special educational needs, disabilities or are in detention). Youth Music aims to support music making activities principally in out of school hours such as during weekends, holidays as well as in breakfast and after schools clubs.
 
Youth Music understands that programmes may need to begin in school hours especially if the proposal involves encouraging first time participation in music. To help with this, Youth Music will consider applications for programmes where up to 25% of the time is spent in school hours. The proposed programme should aim to encourage children and young people to eventually make music outside of school hours.
 
There is a two stage application process and the next closing date for stage 1 applications is 5pm on the 11th April 2012. For more information visit: http://network.youthmusic.org.uk/funding
 

34. Music Grants for Older People (England & Wales)

The registered charity, Concertina makes grants to charitable bodies which provide musical entertainment and related activities for the elderly. The charity is particular keen to support smaller organisations which might otherwise find it difficult to gain funding. Since its inception in 2004, it has made grants to a wide range of charitable organisations nationwide in England and Wales. These include funds to many care homes for the elderly to provide musical entertainment for their residents.
 
Some of the charities that have received grants from the charity include:

· Age Concern, Exmouth which received a grant for entertainments for the elderly in Exmouth and surrounding areas. 

· Sue Ryder Care, Lancashire to fund access to music therapy workshops at Birchley Hall near Wigan and St Helen's.  

 The next application deadline is the 30th April 2012. For more information visit: http://www.concertinamusic.org.uk/Grants.php
 

35. Customer Donation Fund (UK)

Organisations that bank with the Co-operative Bank using their Community Directplus Bank Account, have the opportunity to apply for funding through the Bank’s Customer Donation Fund. The Customer Donation Fund grows directly in relation to customers' deposits. For every £100 increase in collective balance held in Community Directplus accounts, the Co-operative Bank will add 20p to the fund. Then, twice a year, in April and October, the Bank will judge customers' applications for project funding and distribute a minimum of £5,000 amongst those customers that are successful. Every Community Directplus customer is entitled to make an application for funding for up to £1,000.
 
Previously successful projects include:

· Whiston Parish Council, which received a grant of £1,000 to purchase specialist equipment to make the village recreation ground more accessible to children with disabilities. 

· Bradford's Buttershaw Millennium Green Trust, which is a not-for-profit organisation made up of people from the local community received a grant of £500 to launch a new community website, with the aim of promoting local events and encouraging a deeper sense of community.  

 The next closing date for applications is the 30th April 2012. For more information visit: http://www.co-operativebank.co.uk/servlet/Satellite/1196151412586,CFSweb/Page/Business-CommunityBanking
 

36. British and Foreign School Society Grant (UK)

The British & Foreign Schools Society (BFSS) offers charitable aid to educational projects in the UK and around the world by funding schools, other charities and educational bodies. The Society supports organisations that reach out to children in remote or impoverished areas, improving inclusivity in education and providing much-needed facilities. The Society normally makes grants for educational projects totalling about £600,000 in any one year. Although a few grants are made to individuals, the majority (85% of grants) are made to schools, other charities and educational bodies.
 
The Trustees meet on a quarterly basis to consider applications. For more information visit: http://www.bfss.org.uk/grants/
 

37. LankellyChase Foundation Announces New Funding Approach (UK)

The LankellyChase Foundation, which works to promote change which will improve the quality of people's lives, has announced that from April 2012 the Foundations funding programmes will focus exclusively on supporting actions that improve the quality of life of people who face severe and multiple disadvantage. Last year the Foundation made grants in excess of £4.7 million.  The Foundation will work by developing a number of proactive special initiatives.  These initiatives will be developed in close partnership with organisations and individuals in the field, and they will typically combine grant making, research, learning and policy development.  The Foundation will also be developing an Open Grants scheme that will offer funding to organisations that are working to build the capabilities of people who face severe and multiple disadvantage. The Foundation expect to launch this in Summer 2012.  The Foundation’s existing programmes will remain open to applications until the 30th March 2012: These are; the Arts, Free and Quiet Minds, Breaking Cycles of Abuse and Local People Local Places. For more information visit: http://www.lankellychase.org.uk/news/36
 

38. The Henry Smith Charity (UK)

The Henry Smith Charity makes grants totalling over £20 million per annum for a wide range of purposes across the UK, funded from investments. The charity covers areas such as:

· Hospitals and medical care (services operated by the NHS will not normally be funded) 

· Hospices and palliative care 

· Medical research 

· Disability 

· Elderly 

· Young people 

· Drugs and alcohol 

· Family services 

· Homeless 

· Holidays for children. 

 The Charity has three funding streams:

· The main grants programme which offers grants for more than one year, and up to three years. Grant applications must be for £10,000 or more per annum, and can be used towards core costs. 

· The capital grant programme which offers grants of more than £10,000 for one year only for purchase/refurbishment of a building, purchase of specialist equipment, other similar capital expenditure, or one year's running costs. 

· The small grants programme which offers grants of £10,000 or less to organisations with an annual income of less than £150,000, for one-off capital items such as equipment purchase, or one year's running costs. 

 There are no specific deadlines, although Trustees meet quarterly in March, June, September and December to consider applications, so these must be received at least 8 weeks prior to a meeting. For more information visit: http://www.henrysmithcharity.org.uk/index.html
 

39. Funding for Adult Education Staff Placements in Other European Countries (UK)

Adult Education organisations can apply for funding to send individuals on work placements in an adult education organisation in another European country. Funded through the Grundtvig Assistantships programme, placements are for between 12 and 45 weeks. Grundtvig Assistantships are for those at any stage in their career who are already working on a part time or full-time basis anywhere in the non-vocational, adult education sector. This applies to volunteer staff as well as those who are formally employed. The amount of funding available is determined by the duration of an Assistantship and the country in which it is to be undertaken. The funding available is intended as a contribution to the costs involved in an Assistantship, this can include:

· Travel to and from the host country 

· Visa costs 

· Local travel during the Assistantship 

· Travel insurance 

· Accommodation and general living costs. 

The deadline for applications is the 30th March 2012. For more information visit: http://www.grundtvig.org.uk/page.asp?section=00010001001800010004&sectionTitle=Assistantships
 
40. Sky Arts Ignition

The Sky Arts Ignition series is offering six arts organisations the opportunity to develop innovative new arts projects. Funding of up to £200,000, as well as exposure across the Sky network, is available to arts organisations based in the UK and Ireland who are recognised for their artistic excellence.                                 
                                                            
Projects should meet the following criteria:                              


· Have an innovative or groundbreaking approach to the arts. 

· Enable more people to experience and be inspired by the arts. 

· Enable Sky to add value and bring the arts to a wider audience.  

· Have the ability to be scaled to achieve national reach and impact across the UK and/or Ireland  

 
The deadline for Round Two applications is 30 March 2012. More information is available here:   http://www.skyartsignition.co.uk/
 


41. Funding for Youth Music Making Activities (England) (correction from last week)

Youth Music, the UK's largest children's music charity has announced its grant making programme is once again open for applications. Grants are available to support projects that provide music-making activities for children and young people in support of Youth Music's goals. Organisations can apply for a maximum of £250,000 in any one funding round. In total, an organisation can manage up to £350,000 in active grants, at any one time. Youth Music will fund any non profit-making organisation more than one year old that is committed to music-making activities for children and young people up to 18 (or up to 25 if they have special educational needs, disabilities or are in detention). Youth Music aims to support music making activities principally in out of school hours such as during weekends, holidays as well as in breakfast and after schools clubs.
 
Youth Music understands that programmes may need to begin in school hours especially if the proposal involves encouraging first time participation in music. To help with this, Youth Music will consider applications for programmes where up to 25% of the time is spent in school hours. The proposed programme should aim to encourage children and young people to eventually make music outside of school hours.
 
There is a two stage application process and the next closing date for stage 1 applications is 5pm on the 11th April 2012. For more information visit: http://network.youthmusic.org.uk/funding
 


42. New Funding Resource Published for Workforce Development

The National Youth Council for Voluntary Services (NYCVS) has published the 5th edition of the Funding Guide for Workforce Development. The guide is aimed at employers, training providers and learners who work with children, young people and families in the VCS. A new addition this year is a section devoted to funding schemes for training providers.
 
Co-author of the Funding Guide, NCVYS's Workforce Development Officer Nichola Brown said "Funding remains one of the biggest barriers to workforce development. Despite a difficult funding climate, we hope that organisations will be encouraged to use this guide to identify funding sources in order to submit funding applications to support learning and development costs. We also suggest low and no-cost alternatives to staff and volunteer workforce development, maximising the resources and expertise that already exists within the sector. In order to provide quality services to children, young people and families, organisations need a skilled workforce."
 
To download the guide click here or for more information on visit the NYCVS website here (both open in new window).
 


43. Coastal Communities Fund (UK)

The Government has announced that it will launch a new £23.7 million fund to assist coastal communities.  The Coastal Communities Fund which is financed through the Crown Estate's Marine activities will be used to support the economic development of a wide range of projects including those that support charities, the environment, education and health.  To assist communities in bidding for the fund, the Government has launched a prospectus that gives details of the key design and delivery arrangements for the Fund and the timetable for its introduction.  The Fund will be managed by the Big Fund which will issue more detailed guidance on how to make a bid to the Fund will shortly. 
 
For more information on the Fund and to access the prospectus, please click: http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/regeneration/coastalfundprospectus
 


44. Young Film Fund (UK)

First Light Movies provides grants to projects that enable young people to participate in all aspects of film productions has announced that its next funding round will be launched on the 27th February 2012.  Since launching in 2001, First Light Movies have enabled over 12,000 young filmmakers to write, act, shoot, light, direct and produce over 800 films. The funding is available to organisations such as:

· Schools. 

· Youth services. 

· Community & voluntary groups that work with young people aged between 5 and 18. 

 
Every year approximately £700,000 of grants are available through three funding streams:

· The Studio Awards provides grants of up to £30, 000 for between two and four films of up to 10 minutes. 

· The Pilot Awards provides grants of up to £5,000 for one short film of up to five minutes in duration. 

· The 90 seconds Comedy Shorts which provides grants of up to £20,000 to support between three and six short comedy genre films each up to 90 Seconds in duration. 

 
Previous grants awarded include Hartside Primary School, County Durham, which received a grant of £3,000 to help produce a five minute shadow puppet film using an original fairy tale devised, told and filmed by the children in Year 1 and Balfour Junior School in Brighton, which received funding to make an environmental documentary ‘The Amazing Adventures of the Plastic Bag’.
 
The closing date for applications will be 2pm on the 23rd April 2012. For more information visit: http://www.firstlightonline.co.uk/fundingstream/young-film-fund
 


45. Help the Homeless (UK)

Help the Homeless, a national Charity which aims to help homeless people throughout the United Kingdom to resume a normal life, is currently accepting applications from small and medium sized charities and voluntary organisations. Grants of up to (generally up to) £3,000 are available towards capital costs to support projects that assist disadvantaged individuals in their return to mainstream society, through residential or training facilities. Grants to larger charities may be considered if the project is suitable innovative and only possible for a larger organisation to develop it.
 
Previous projects supported include the Booth Centre (is an advice and activity centre for homeless people in Manchester, where people undertake education and training courses as well as receiving advice and food ) which received a grant to transform the centre with new lighting, a new water heater and new decoration. 
 
The next application deadline is the 31st March 2012. For more information visit: http://www.help-the-homeless.org.uk/Grants.htm
 


46. Funding for Individual and Small Groups to Improve their Local Communities (UK)

Groups of individuals as well as small community and voluntary groups within the UK that want to improve their communities can apply for funding through the Wakeham Trust.
The Trust are particularly interested in supporting neighbourhood projects, community arts projects, projects involving community service by young people, or projects set up by those who are socially excluded. The Trust also support innovative projects to promote excellence in teaching (at any level, from primary schools to universities), though we never support individuals. The Trust normally give grants to projects where an initial £75 to £750 can make a real difference to getting the project up and running. To be eligible, applicants need to be registered charities or have access to a registered charity that will be willing to accept funds on their behalf.
 
The type of activities supported in the past include:

· A grant of £250 to three young people in Leamington Spa who were trying to set up a youth club. The Trust gave them £250 to help set up the club in an old Scout hut. 

· A grant of £50 to an unemployed ex-professional footballer in Yorkshire to buy footballs and equipment for a group of 100 or so tough kids to play football.  

 
Applications can be made at any time. For more information visit: http://www.wakehamtrust.org/
 


47. Funding for Young People to Improve their Community (UK)

UnLtd, the charity for social entrepreneurs, is inviting young people between the age of 11 and 25, who have a passion and talent to change the world around them, to apply through Live UnLtd for a grant of up to £5,000 to start up their own business, sports teams, recreational groups and host events. Live UnLtd will also offer support to help with the running of the project. Applications are open to both individuals and small groups of young people. Projects supported in the past include:

· 'Food Cycle' - a venture which combines young volunteers surplus food and free kitchen space to create a nutritious meals for people affected by food poverty. 

· ‘Upshot’ – a project aimed at challenging the ways in which young people are unfairly portrayed in the media through an online TV show and a clothing label. 

· A Street-culture magazine for the Youth of London, with the content for the magazine being entirely produced by young people who are also given the mentorship of professionals in creative media.   

 
Applications to the scheme can be made at any time. For more information visit: http://www.liveunltd.com/


48. B&Q Waste Donation Scheme (UK)

Schools, charities and community groups can apply for products and waste materials through the B&Q Waste Donate Scheme. B&Q operates this Scheme through all of its stores within the UK. B&Q donates products and waste materials they haven’t been able to sell for re-use such as slightly damaged tins of paint, off-cuts of timber, odd rolls of wallpaper and end-of-range materials. Donated products should benefit the local community and the environment and cannot be resold. Due to its Health and Safety scheme, electrical, petrol and gas items are not available for donation.
 
Applications must be made directly to B&Q stores.  Applications to the scheme can be made at any time. For more information visit: http://tinyurl.com/2wccga5

49. BFI Shorts

BFI Shorts 2012 is an exciting new UK-wide short film production initiative which will support up to 20 live-action fiction projects with budgets ranging from £25,000 to £50,000. BFI are now accepting applications from directors, writers and producers who have a track record of making work which demonstrates a distinct voice and strong storytelling ability. Deadline: Friday 23rd March 2012. More info.
 
50. Shell LiveWIRE Grand Ideas Awards
If you are aged 16-30 and need funding to get your new business idea or project off the ground, the Shell LiveWIRE Grand Ideas Awards offers up to 5 x £1,000 prizes every month to the most innovative ideas submitted by new businesses. Deadline: 29th February 2012. More info
 
51. YouTube Digital Innovation Award
First Light have teamed up with YouTube to give young people aged 18-25 the opportunity to win £1,000 towards future filmmaking projects. If you’re aged 18-25 and think that your film is digitally innovative, then send in your shorts for a chance to win £1,000 cash! Deadline: 24th February 2012. More info
 


52. Starbucks grant aid

Starbucks is offering grants of up to £2,000 for projects that have a positive impact on young people and their local community. Starbucks, working in partnership with UK Youth and the Irish Youth Foundation, is offering the Youth Action Grants scheme as a means to encourage and inspire a generation of young people to take action and create positive local change.
 
The scheme offers young people (aged 16 to 24 years) who have great ideas of how to improve their communities, £2,000 in seed funding and volunteer time from local Starbucks partners (employees) to bring their projects to life. Groups working with young people who want to apply must be based and working in one of the following cities: Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Dublin, Edinburgh, Greater London, Leeds, or Manchester.
 
Applications should be submitted online via the UK Youth website. Examples of projects that have already been funded can be found on the Starbucks Youth Action website. The deadline for applications is 5 March 2012 (9am).
 


53. Award opportunities for Lottery-funded arts

Arts projects that have received funding from The National Lottery are again being invited to enter its annual competition, for a chance to receive national recognition and a £2,000 cash prize. Entries close on 12 March, after which projects will be shortlisted and put to two rounds of public voting, to find the ‘UK’s favourite’. For more information visit: www.nationallotteryawards.org.uk 


54. Funding for Schools to Purchase Musical Equipment (UK)

Schools in the UK, that wish to purchase musical instruments and equipment can apply for funding of up to £2,000 through the EMI Music Sound Foundation’s Instrument and/or Equipment Awards. To date the Foundations has made awards to over two thousand schools, individual students and teachers improve their access to music through the purchase or upgrade of musical instruments and equipment. The funding has to be made for music education that is beyond statutory national curriculum music teaching. The Foundation cannot fund retrospectively and schools are not eligible for financial assistance under this scheme if they have already purchased their instruments or if they do so before their application has been approved.
 
The closing date for applications is the 12th September 2012. For more information visit: http://www.emimusicsoundfoundation.com/index.php/site/awards/
 


55. Santander Exchange Award (UK)

UK based social Enterprises that have partnered, replicated or shared knowledge with other social enterprises in order to grow their social and environmental impact, have the opportunity to enter the Santander Social Enterprise Exchange Award.  The award aims to recognise and reward efforts to share and exchange ideas and information.   The Exchange Award is for £5000, and will be presented on the main stage at the Social Enterprise Exchange in Glasgow.  Additionally, winners will receive a bespoke package of additional mentoring, support, networking opportunities and other benefits from Santander and Social Enterprise Exchange partners. 
 
The deadline to enter is the 7th March 2012. For more information visit: http://www.socialenterpriseexchange.com/sponsors/santander-social-enterprise-exchange-award/
 


56. VOLANT Charitable Trust (UK)

The VOLANT Charitable Trust gas announced that the next deadline for applications is the 27th July 2012.  The Trust was set up by the author J K Rowling to support charitable causes. The Trust has two broad areas of funding: Research into the causes, treatment and possible cures of Multiple Sclerosis; and charities and projects, whether national or community-based, at home or abroad, that alleviate social deprivation, with a particular emphasis on women's and children's issues. Funding can be for up to three years. The Trustees meet twice a year, in March and September, to consider applications and allocate funds. For more information visit: http://www.volanttrust.com/index.html
 


57. Britain Sasakawa Foundation Grants Programme (UK)

The Britain Sasakawa Foundation aim is to develop good relations between the United Kingdom and Japan by advancing the education of the people of both nations in each other's culture, society and achievements. The Foundation especially welcomes applications in the fields of Science, Medicine and the Environment, the Japanese Language and Japanese Studies as well as projects involving mutual learning in aspects of modern society. The Foundation’s awards average £1,500 to £2,000 and do not normally exceed £5,000-£6,000 for larger-scale projects.
 
Previous projects supported by the Foundation include:

· County Upper School, Bury St Edmunds, which received a grant of £5,000 to help fund a study tour to Japan by eight Year 11 students and two teachers and 

· Dundee University, School of Education which received a grant of £2,720 for a collaborative research project with Tsukuba University - ‘Structures for inclusion of students with disabilities in the UK and Japan. 

 
The next deadline for applications is the 31st March 2012. For more information visit: http://www.gbsf.org.uk/
 


58. The William and Jane Morris Fund (UK)

The William and Jane Morris Fund is open to applications from churches, chapels and other places of worship built before 1896. The Fund offers grants of up to £1,000 towards work concerned with the conservation of decorative features such as, stained glass windows, sculpture, furniture, internal monuments and tombs, and wall paintings. Grants towards major structural repairs and fabric maintenance may be considered under exceptional circumstances. The next deadline for applications is the 31st March 2012. For more information visit: http://www.sal.org.uk/grants/williamandjanemorris/
 
 
