
 

ANNUAL REPORT 
1st AUGUST 2008 to 31st JULY 2009 

Though it’s hard to believe Black Dog 

Arts second year was even better than 

its first!  

This is thanks in huge part to our 

sponsors new and old. 

One of this year’s new funders was 
Bungay Town Trust. The £300 they 

gave us meant Geoff King was able to 

build a beautiful, giant, wooden Advent 

Calendar (Read more about the Advent 

Calendar and its 24 tiny artworks inside.) 

Another new funder this year was 
Norfolk County Council. Thanks to 

their arts grant, and another Suffolk 
County Council Suffolk Single 

Gateway/Arts for All grant we were able 

to pay award winning graphic artist Bob 

Linney to design the posters and leaflet 

  Huge thanks to our sponsors new and old.. 

 

…and to our members new and old!  

 Black Dog Arts has around 100 

members! 

They range from professional, emerging 

and amateur artists and craftspeople to 

art teachers, fine and applied art 

students and plain art and craft 

enthusiasts! 

Some join because they want to exhibit 

their work. Some because they want to 

go on trips with like-minded people to 

galleries and the like. Others because 

they fancy trying life drawing or sculpture 

or botanical illustration or printmaking or 

one of the many, many other workshops 

we organise. Others join because they 

like taking part in our public projects. 

maps for a new Gardens Art Trail and 

our second Farm Animals project. (See 

inside for more about the Gardens and 

Farm Animals projects.) 

Again, this year, Bungay Town Council 

support has been crucial. For the second 

year running the Town Council’s grant 

paid our insurance premium. 

Last year the Norwich & Peterborough 

Building Society bought us ten easels. 

These have been used so much that 

repair and renewal is now on the cards! 

Similarly, the art materials we were able 
to buy with last year’s Waveney District 

Council grant are still in constant use. 

So, a huge thanks to all our sponsors 

without whom local people, and visitors, 

would not have the chance to take part in 

and enjoy Black Dog Arts numerous art 

and craft activities and events. 

We charge a membership subscription to 

cover costs like meeting room hires and 

monthly mailouts to members without 

email addresses. 

This year the membership subscription is 

a very good value £10! 

Black Dog Arts is run by a management 

committee of 13 volunteers who are 

always happy to respond to members’ 

ideas for arty and crafty things to do!  

So, a huge thanks too to all our 

members, without whom Black Dog Arts 
simply would not exist! 
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 Gardens Art Trail 
 
“Beautiful 
gardens, 
wonderful art and 
an excellently 
organised trail.” 
(Pat and Philip 
Strachen, Brooke)  
 

 
 

Thanks to the generosity of Bungay 
Town Trust, who gave us a £300 grant, 
Black Dog Arts was able to make its very 
first, giant Advent Calendar.  
24 Black Dog Artists created, and 
donated, original, mini 2D & 3D artworks 
to fit into the 24 six inch boxes that make 
up our Advent Calendar. 
The big, beautiful, wooden Advent 
Calendar made by member, Geoff King, 
took pride of place in “Hobbyhorse’s” 
shop window in the middle of Bungay. 
Starting on 1

st
 December, shop owner 

and Black Dog Arts member, Sonya 
Remblance, kindly opened a new box 
every morning, to reveal a new artwork. 

PROJECTS: First Advent Calendar 

 

Adults, children and young people of all 
ages made a massive 2,000 visits to the 
six gardens involved in Black Dog Arts 
first Gardens Art Trail. 
Over 50 original artworks were created 
by 15 Black Dog “garden artists-in-
residence”. 47 people also took part in 
over 200 project-related “learning hours”, 
offered via outstanding one-day 
workshops on botanical illustration, 
printmaking and willow sculpture.  

Profound thanks go to the Davies, the 

Walls, the Baxters, Mary Walker, Hilary 

Mullock and Mary Beskin for letting us, 

and the public, enjoy their glorious 

PROJECTS: First Gardens Art Trail 

“The Indian summer sun shone on the 

steady stream of visitors to Black Dog 

Arts outdoor exhibition of farm animal 

paintings, “A Field Full of Farm Animals” 

(Beccles & Bungay Journal) 

The large, 4’ x 3’ paintings shown in 

Falcon Meadow (and later in Gressenhall 

Farm & Workhouse) were the finale of 

the first project. 

PROJECTS: First Field Full of Farm Animals! 

 

 

The tiny artworks ranged from an 
exquisite, toy theatre; to a carved 
wooden nativity scene; to a mini treasure 
chest; to a wax coated, paper, winter 
wreath; to a triangular amulet; to exciting 
sacred and secular oil paintings. 
After Christmas the artworks were 
auctioned and raised over £200 for Black 
Dog Arts funds. 
Thanks are therefore due to the twenty 
four artists who took part.  
Not only did they make magical artworks 
that made for a stunning start to the 
festive period, they also gave Black Dog 
Arts a great, and gratefully received, 
Christmas present. 

 

gardens. Heartfelt thanks go too to the 

34 different volunteers who, between 

them, spent 96 hours looking after the 

visitors to, and artworks in, the gardens. 

And last, but by no means least, thanks 

go to Suffolk County Council. Without 

their Single Gateway/Arts for All grant we 

would not have had the first class 

publicity that not only attracted visitors 

from throughout the length and breadth 

of the Waveney Valley and the whole of 

East Anglia but also from as far afield as 

East Sussex, Oxfordshire, Kent, 

Cheshire, Leicestershire and 

Nottinghamshire!  

Free sketching sessions were held at 
Meens Farm, All Saints; Park Farm, 
Earsham; at the Thompson-Darch’s farm 
in Westhall; and in the beautiful grounds 
of Ditchingham Hall where participants 
were able to draw the majestic Chartley 
Herd of White Park Cattle. 

Many thanks to these farmers and 

landowners for letting us sketch their 

cows, sheep, goats, pigs and poultry. 

“Spring” – a painting of the 

Meens Farm chickens by 

Hilary Mullock. 

 

A detail from  

Anya King’s 2008 

Advent Calendar artwork. 
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In traditional art schools, life drawing is 

one of the most important disciplines. In 

January and February 2009 Black Dog 
Arts organised “Life Lines”, a series of 

five, once in a lifetime, anatomy for artists 
talks by Dr Philip Evans followed by a 

portraiture and two tutored life drawing 
workshops led by Liz Balkwill, Frances 

Mann and David Pairpoint, and two 

untutored life drawing sessions.  

Some of our members are 

watercolourists, so we were thrilled to be 

able to run a one-day watercolour 

masterclass on seas, skies, boats and 

coastal landscapes tutored by founder 

member of the respected East Anglian 
Group of Marine Artists, Anthony Osler. 

These workshops, together with those run 

as part of our gardens project by 

acclaimed artists and botanical 

Workshops & Talks. . . . . . . 

 

October 2008 gave Black Dog Arts 

members the chance to show off their 

artwork in a members exhibition upstairs 

in the Fisher Theatre Gallery. The variety 

and quality of the art on show was 

staggering. We never cease to be 

amazed by the talent in our midst. 

However, not everyone wants to show 

their artwork, brush up their art and craft 

skills, or learn new ones. Some people 

just want a great day out, in good 

company, seeing interesting places. 

Black Dog Arts many and various outings 

cater for this. 

Whether it’s a trip to London to the 

Victoria & Albert Museum to see fantastic 

hats or a visit to the National Portrait 

Gallery to see fabulous faces! – Black 

Exhibitions & Outings . . . . . . . . . 

 

Toni Hayden leading a 

botanical illustration 

workshop 

“Black Dog Arts has 

something for everyone - 

chances to meet new 

people, exciting days out, 

inspiring workshops and 

wonderful projects” 

illustrators, Toni Hayden and Reinhild 

Raistrick, accomplished fine art 

printmakers, Annette Rolston and 

Marilyn Jeffries, and first class sculptor 

and maker, Maggie Campbell, meant 

that members were able to learn new 

skills or polish up existing ones. 

Members also made the most of the 

lunchtime talks given by exhibiting artists 

at the “Tate of the East”, Norwich Castle 

Museum & Art Gallery. These included 

two talks and exhibitions that could not 
have been more contrasting: John Kiki’s 

colourful, often comic, cartoon-like 
paintings and Susan Gunn’s powerful 

abstract slabs of black, gold and red. 

These workshops and talks, together with 

visits to exhibitions in the region and 

London, make Black Dog Arts members 

some of the most cultured folk around! 

Dog Arts outings offer something for 

everyone. Because members can take 

their friends and family, Black Dog Arts 

outings often attract all ages and make 

for a sociable and affordable day out. 

One trip to Cambridge proved particularly 

popular. Although Cambridge is not that 

far away, how many people actually 

make the effort to go there? Those who 

went on Black Dog Arts Cambridge trip 

came back raving about the city, the 

Fitzwilliam Museum, Kettles Yard, and all 

the other attractions they had enjoyed. 

So here’s to another successful year full 

of un-missable Black Dog Arts activities 

and events! 

 

 



 
 
 

BLACK DOG ARTS 

Jan Dungey 
Secretary  

14 Lower Olland St 
Bungay  

Suffolk NR35 1BX  
 
 

PHONE: 
01986 895227 

 
 

E-MAIL: 
jan@ollandstreet.co.uk  

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.bungay-
suffolk.co.uk 

 

INCOME   

Opening Balance  £1,241 

Subs & Activities  £4,699 

Bungay Town Council  £   330 

Bungay Town Trust  £   300    

Suffolk County Council   £   815 

Norfolk County Council  £    350   

TOTAL INCOME  £ 7,735 

Chair   Sarah Cannell 

Treasurer   Ken Skipper 

Secretary   Jan Dungey 

Membership Secretary Karen Leah 

Child Protection & Vulnerable Adults Officers: 

Georgina Johnson & Margaret Sheppard 

Who is on the 2009/2010 Committee? 

 

SUMMARY of INCOME and EXPENDITURE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Independently verified by Anthony Abbot Accountants.                                          

(Income & Expenditure to nearest pound) 

If you would like to become a member of 

Black Dog Arts, please contact our 

Membership Secretary, Karen Leah, on 

01986 892599 or k.leah@tiscali.co.uk 

How to become a member of Black Dog Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fisher Theatre liaison Marlene Jervis  

Other Members: 

Geoff King  Carolyn Moulton 

Hilary Mullock  Mary Sprake 

Collette Summerson Terry Wright 

 

EXPENDITURE 

Activities   £3,609    

Insurance   £   309 

Advent Calendar  £   303 

Gardens Art Trail Project  £2,054 

Farm Animals Project   £     43 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE  £6,318 

Closing balance to nearest pound £1,417 

 

She will email or post a membership 

form to you. You fill it in and return it with 
a £10 cheque and bob’s your uncle! 


