
Waveney & Blyth Arts gets off to flying start 

New arts organisation, “Waveney & Blyth Arts”, got off to a flying 
start at its launch at The Cut arts centre in Halesworth on Saturday 
6th November 2010. 
Over eighty creative individuals and members of arts organisations 
from music events producers to puppet, dance and theatre 
companies to writers, film-makers, artists and craftspeople went to 
The Cut to hear speakers, take part in discussions, pick up 
information and exchange ideas. 
“Waveney & Blyth Arts” new President, author and naturalist 
Richard Mabey, got the day off to an inspiring start by talking about 
the Waveney and Blyth valleys’ distinctive identity and unique 
qualities. 
This was followed and underlined by Steve Aylward from Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust whose talk about the area’s special landscape was 
illustrated with his stunning photographs. 
Four speakers then gave short presentations about plans for 
events next year to celebrate the Waveney and Blyth valleys 
through the arts. 
Quickfire “two minute verbal ads” from arts organisations up and 
down the two valleys took the event into lunch. 
People who attended were then treated to music from the River 
Hundred folk group and ceilidh band who played whilst they 
enjoyed their lunch in The Cut’s café. 
Richard Mabey was also on hand over lunch to sign his latest 
book. (See attached photo) 
The afternoon gave everyone the chance to take part in discussion 
groups and make sure their ideas and voices were heard. 
The event closed with a short AGM to elect the Chair, Treasurer, 
Secretary, eight Local Co-ordinators for in and around Diss, 
Harleston, Bungay, Beccles, Lowestoft, Great Yarmouth, 
Southwold and Halesworth, and eight Substitutes. 
The Local Co-ordinators and their Substitutes will represent their 
town and surrounding area at future management committee 
meetings. 
For more information about Waveney & Blyth Arts contact Jan 
Dungey, Secretary, by ringing her on 01986 895227, or emailing 
her on jan@ollandstreet.co.uk 
 


