
ESCALATOR PLAYS: HighTide Festival Theatre 
Writers Group Roadshow 
 
What? 
A one off writers group in each of our region’s theatres with HighTide Literary Manager, Rob 
Drummer for regional playwrights as part of Escalator Plays. 
When? 
Various dates throughout October and November 2011.  One evening session, (2 hours). 
Why? 
To build relationships with a wider range of Eastern region writers, whilst introducing Escalator 
Plays and creating a network for writers that is designed to support, encourage and facilitate 
longer conversations and pathways for creativity both at the annual HighTide festival and 
beyond, throughout the region.   

 
The Detail  
As part of an ongoing investment in local writers, HighTide wish to introduce Escalator Plays to 
existing writers groups and build upon relationships with playwrights in the region as well as 
establish new ones.  Escalator Plays will be introduced through a writers group on a HighTide 
Playwriting Roadshow.  This is part of a longer conversation we are starting with regional writers 
and the first step, an evening’s writing group with HighTide Literary Manager, Rob Drummer is 
our launch pad.   
 
A writers’ group will be held once in various partner theatres, allowing for as many writers in the 
region to access a group as possible.  Over each 2 hour session Rob will encourage the writers to 
discuss, experiment and support each other, through round table and open space methods.  
Each group will explore and debate, discover and encourage knowledge transfer, the birth of a 
play, dramaturgical frameworks and how to share work.  The session is conceived as the 
beginning of extensive contact with local writers and HighTide and will work alongside any 
existing writers’ groups where these exist, offering Escalator Plays as a new resource.  It is 
imagined that a writer will attend a single writers’ groups, at the partner theatre nearest to 
them.    
 
Through partnerships in our region, we hope to support the ecology of sharing and year round 
collaboration, developing plays that are not only considered for the annual HighTide festival in 
May but also for our partner theatres and future production.  This series of one off writers’ 
groups is offered as an introduction to Escalator Plays and HighTide for local playwrights and 
should supplement any existing groups.   
 

Access to Escalator Plays  
Identifying the writers will be shared through partnerships with Eastern Region venues and 
partners, mail outs, recommendations and connections, and through already established 
writers’ groups.  Detailed information on the HighTide website with contact details will be 
available.  The writers groups are open access and designed to provide an introduction to 
Escalator Plays so all are welcome; however some level of communication prior to the groups 
will be encouraged.  Numbers of the groups will be decided upon depending on response rates 
and also the venues hosting the sessions and space available.  As more events are planned for 
the future, it is the hope of HighTide to accommodate all those writers who contact us.  
 
All enquiries should be sent to Rob Drummer, Literary Manager via email to 
rob@hightide.org.uk  
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